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Y M C A  O F  G R E A T E R  S E A T T L E

CREATING COMMUNITIES WE ALL WANT TO LIVE IN

FUNDRAISING TOOLKIT

 ĥ KEEP LEARNING: Use the tools below and learn about the area you or your contacts are most passionate about.

 ĥ INVITE OTHERS: Use the Email template to schedule appointments to meet with your contacts.

 ĥ RAISE AWARENESS: Use the Social Media prompts to help get the word out to your contacts you might not know 
as well but who might be interested in supporting the work. Or follow our social media accounts at the Y and share our 
posts as you see them.

PREPARE

General Y Fundraising Messaging: Creating communities, we all want to live in

When you give to the YMCA of Greater Seattle, you’re investing in young people, particularly those who are farthest 
from opportunity, which is key to advancing equity and justice and building whole person health for all. As a community-
based organization, the Y has a long history of helping support young people in living their healthiest lives and reaching 
their full potential in spirit, mind, and body. With an ongoing pandemic and social unrest over the past two years, the 
current impacts and reality for youth is very concerning. Together, we can support the healing and recovery process from 
the trauma of the past two years, and beyond, and mitigating both the immediate effects and long-term disruptions to 
whole person health, well-being, and quality of life for young people. Be a changemaker by advocating, volunteering and 
contributing in support of this work. We can’t do it without you.

 ĥ CALL TO ACTION: BE A CHANGE MAKER

https://www.seattleymca.org/give/advancing-equity-and-justice-for-all)


IMPACT FOCUS AREAS

Youth Development

We change our future for the better when all kids have opportunities to learn,  
play, and grow.

The Y works hand-in-hand with schools and like-minded community organizations to foster 
social and emotional learning, encourage active play, and give kids the opportunity to 
discover what they love. 

 ĥ Outdoor and environmental education programs help build leadership, life, and 
community building skills through traditional camp experiences and school-year 
curriculum focused on social and emotional learning, environmental education and 
stewardship.  

 ĥ Our Ys offer a variety of skill exploration, movement, civic engagement, and leadership 
development programs to help teens and young adults thrive and become changemakers 
in the world they aspire to live in.  

 ĥ Youth sports encourage active development of kids by prioritizing family involvement, 
healthy competition, and the value of participation over winning. 

 ĥ The Y provides a safe environment for swimmers of all ages and abilities to set goals, 
achieve success, learn water safety, and enjoy swimming as a form of exercise. 

Resources and Facts:

In 2021, 7,596 youth were supported with early education, before & afterschool child 
care, day camp, overnight camps, virtual enrichment classes, teen civic and environmental 
programs, and overnight leadership experiences.  Thanks to expanded services and 
financial support, we are on track to exceed children served by 35% in 2022.

 ĥ VIDEO: All Kids Deserve Equal Opportunities

 ĥ VIDEO: Early Education Mission Forum

 ĥ VIDEO: Every Kid Deserves to go to Camp

 ĥ SEE ALL IMPACT VIDEOS

seattleymca.org

https://youtu.be/4e7pJv4CSuE
https://youtu.be/bUoEbSKrWiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HwZ_wTr_DOc
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuDuUryOHwp8Q2QAxKhvMEFqkxCXxq9zY


IMPACT FOCUS AREAS

Critical Needs

We change our future for the better when young people have access to food, 
housing and mental health. 

The Y provides critical wraparound services including shelter, counseling, employment 
training, educational support, and more to young people through branch and community 
locations.  

 ĥ VIDEO: End Youth Homelessness: Erin‘s Story

 ĥ VIDEO: Help Break the Cycle of Homelessness 

Y Social Impact Center

 ĥ In 2021, the Y Social Impact Center served 3,041 people and in response to community 
needs, we increased the percentage of our mental health counselors who identify as 
BIPOC or LGBTQI+ to 45 percent. 

 ĥ In 2021, housing continued to be a major need for youth. The Y Social Impact Center 
was able to serve 1,456 young people (up 61 percent over 2020), in finding housing or 
preventing eviction. 

 ĥ In 2021, 1,933 young people accessed employment, education, and violence prevention 
services which were brought to Burien and West Seattle by the Y Social Impact Center. 

 ĥ In 2021, 409,950 meals were served in collaboration with 45 partners across King 
County, including door-to-door delivery, produce boxes, backpack meals, community 

seattleymca.org

‘

https://youtu.be/khLLTjyjd70
https://youtu.be/17IjMnvSuBw
https://www.seattleymca.org/social-impact-center


seattleymca.org

IMPACT FOCUS AREAS

Access for All

We change our future for the better when families have opportunities despite 
financial barriers.   

To ensure equitable access for all, income-based financial assistance is available, so no one 
is denied access to Y programs and services due to financial barriers. While membership 
dues cover a portion of our operations, they mostly go to maintain and upgrade our gym 
and pool equipment and we rely on your gifts to advance our mission with civic and social 

programs. 

Resources and Facts:

In 2021, 7,596 youth were supported with early education, before & afterschool child 
care, day camp, overnight camps, virtual enrichment classes, teen civic and environmental 
programs, and overnight leadership experiences.  

 ĥ In 2021, the Y served 158,817 people across 418 sites activated across King, South 
Snohomish, and Pierce County.

 ĥ VIDEO: All Kids Deserve Equal Opportunities

https://youtu.be/4e7pJv4CSuE


seattleymca.org

IMPACT FOCUS AREAS

Whole Person Health

We change our future for the better when communities have access to equitable 
health and wellness opportunities.  

At the Y, we consider the entire person and the circumstances around them when we speak 
of Whole Person Health. This practice refers to the perspective that individual health is 
influenced by a range of environmental, social, and biological factors, so we focus our work 
with young adults across five aspects of well-being: Physical, Emotional, Social/Relational, 
Spiritual/Cultural and Community: We believe that investing in young people, particularly 
those who are farthest from opportunity, is key to advancing equity and justice and 
building whole person health for all.  

Resources and Facts:

In 2021, 7,596 youth were supported with early education, before & afterschool child 
care, day camp, overnight camps, virtual enrichment classes, teen civic and environmental 
programs, and overnight leadership experiences. 

 ĥ In 2021, 25,327 people were served through Y programs designed to advance equity 
and justice through Whole Person Health.  

 ĥ In 2021, Community Health Navigators reached more than 3,000 people with Covid-19 
vaccines, cancer screening, and culturally and linguistically tailored health and wellness 
education and programs by bringing services to community beyond the walls of the Y.

ĥ BLOG: Understanding Whole Person Health 

ĥ VIDEO:Mission Forum - What is Health Equity? 

General Y Resources:

ĥ Creating Communities that Care

ĥ Vision 2025 

ĥ Vision 2025 Executive Summary 

ĥ 2021 Impact Video 

ĥ Annual Report and Impact Newsletters 

ĥ YGS Equity & Justice Center of Excellence

ĥ See all Impact Videos

https://www.seattleymca.org/blog/understanding-whole-person-health
https://youtu.be/Vb6dQ4nBp9s
http://www.seattleymca.org/changemaker
https://www.seattleymca.org/about/vision-2025
https://www.seattleymca.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Vision-2025-Executive-Summary.pdf 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bulk6lwBX_s
https://www.seattleymca.org/give/impact
https://www.seattleymca.org/equity-justice
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuDuUryOHwp8Q2QAxKhvMEFqkxCXxq9zY
https://www.seattleymca.org/temp/give/impact/october-2022-impact-newsletter


INVITE OTHERS TO SUPPORT THE WORK

Email Template Outline

Name, 

Personal greeting and introduction. 

As a board member of the YMCA of Greater Seattle, I am reaching out to share some exciting 

things happening around the region through the work of the Y. 

In addition to bringing back our signature in-person A.K. Guy Awards Event this fall to elevate 

volunteerism and social services, advancing our Equity and Justice Center of Excellence, and 

expanding programs in our branch operations, program centers and camps, we are  

re-imagining our work and setting a bold vision for how we show up in community,  

centering those who are furthest from opportunity. 

What really drives my interest and volunteerism at the Y is our focus on (insert the area you 

are most passionate about) and how together, we can make a difference in our community. 

I am reaching out to schedule some time to connect in the coming weeks to share the 

Y’s Vision 2025  and get your feedback on both the vision and ways you believe we can 

implement to best address critical challenges facing community, especially youth who need 

us most. 

Are you available xx or xx on October xx or xx to meet to learn more? I would be happy to 

come to your office, favorite coffee shop or meet virtually, whichever is most comfortable 

and convenient for you.  

I will follow up next week to confirm and look forward to collaborating on this work. 

Thank you.

Name/Contact info 

seattleymca.org

https://www.seattleymca.org/about/vision-2025


HOW TO GIVE]

Make a Pledge

 ĥ Fill out online form to make a pledge

Make a Gift by Credit Card

 ĥ Give Online at seattleymca.org/donate

 ĥ Text YDONATE to 55678

 ĥ Call our Donor Services line at (206) 587-6115 
and our team can support a gift over the phone

Make a Gift by Mail

Checks can be made payable to “YMCA of Greater Seattle”. In the check’s memo section, 
please note the branch, program name or “unrestricted” as the purpose of your gift. Mail to:

YMCA of Greater Seattle 
Attn: Donor Services 
909 Fourth Ave 
Seattle, WA 98104

More Ways to Give

 ĥ More ways to give: Stocks, IRAs, planned gifts etc.

seattleymca.org

https://powerforms.docusign.net/cee1bb6a-095e-4d12-aed3-129f85b382b3?env=na2&acct=3c4fc391-1b56-4487-9e2e-86c210d6fff8&accountId=3c4fc391-1b56-4487-9e2e-86c210d6fff8
https://powerforms.docusign.net/cee1bb6a-095e-4d12-aed3-129f85b382b3?env=na2&acct=3c4fc391-1b56-4487-9e2e-86c210d6fff8&accountId=3c4fc391-1b56-4487-9e2e-86c210d6fff8
https://www.seattleymca.org/donate
https://www.seattleymca.org/give/ways-to-give


RAISE AWARENESS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Peer-to-Peer Giving

Start Your Campaign

Share Stories

LinkedIn: @ymca-of-greater-seattle Facebook: @YMCASeattle Twitter: @YMCASeattle

#ChangeMaker #GivingTuesday #Giveback

seattleymca.org

This year we have a new peer-to-peer giving tool utilizing JustGiving. This platform makes 
it easy for you to share about fundraising for the Y on your social media platforms, as well 
as creating your own mini campaign where you can set a personal goal, customize your 
story, (optional) set your dates and/or even link it to a personal event or goal.  

Leading up to Giving Tuesday (Nov 29) is a perfect time to use the peer-to-peer tool to 
reach out to your social networks of people you might not know well enough to ask for a 
meeting. Letting people know about the work you care about, and that Giving Tuesday is 
coming, can be a great way to gain support and awareness for the Y as a cause.

Download instructions for starting a peer to peer campaign.

Need Help?

Follow and tag us!

Use Hashtags

Impact stories will be made available on our campaign landing page. These are great to 
link to in emails or on social media to help show the impact the Y is making.

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/changemaker
https://www.seattleymca.org/changemaker
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ymca-of-greater-seattle/mycompany/
https://www.facebook.com/YMCASeattle
https://twitter.com/YMCASeattle
https://www.seattleymca.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/justgiving_account_fundraising_page_set-up_instructions.pdf



