YM C A O F G R E AT E R S E AT T L E

MINERAL LAKE CASE ADDENDUM

OUR VISION FOR MINERAL LAKE CAMP & OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP
The Y approach to the outdoors is centered on good stewardship of
the land and nurturing the potential of youth through experiences
that build life skills and a sense of belonging and fostering future
environmental leaders.

THE Y COMMITS TO:
Protect over 2,100 Acres of Forest
The Y will protect the natural environment at Mineral Lake
in the decades ahead by leaving the forest substantially
intact and undeveloped, providing an outdoor classroom
for generations of young people to foster environmental
stewardship and instill a love of the great outdoors.

Provide Outdoor Education
Y outdoor programs encourage examination, curiosity, and
critical thinking through play and exploration. At Mineral
Lake young people will have the opportunity to tent or
cabin camp, backpack, and more, growing their outdoor
skills as they develop a sense of belonging, learn to care for
the land, and become good stewards of the environment.

Promote Y Core Values
The Y strives to create welcoming and
inclusive environments to empower all
campers to discover their unique inner
strengths and put the Y values of
Caring, Honesty, Respect,
Responsibility and a Passion for
Excellence, in all aspects of their life.
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H IS TO RY O F CA MPIN G EXPERIEN CE
In 1904, the YMCA of Greater Seattle published its first outdoor
camping program brochure inviting young boys to experience outdoor
adventures on the shore of Hood Canal. Y Camping and Outdoor
Leadership programs expanded throughout the early turn of the century
as families sought opportunity for their young people, and regional
leaders donated land well suited to Y programs. By the late 1920s, the
YMCA of Greater Seattle had established two regional outdoor camping
programming centers.
YMCA Camp Colman, located in south Puget Sound, and YMCA Camp
Orkila on Orcas Island, have been serving youth and families for more
than 100 years. These camps have grown into thriving epicenters for
outdoor education, environmental stewardship, and community
building on a year-round basis. Each summer more than 6,000
youth and teens learn, grow, and thrive with the support
of caring adult YMCA staff and volunteers during
week-long overnight camping programs. During the
school year, another 12,000 students from 130
regional schools head to our overnight camps
for environmental education programs, learning
about nature and the unique ecosystems of
the Pacific Northwest. Throughout the year,
an additional 600 young people explore the
outdoors through backpacking, climbing,
and kayaking expeditions in the Y Outdoor
Leadership programs. Both camps offer
annual family camping programs
as well as specialized retreat
programming for adults.
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FOR COMMUNITY
Welcome to the YMCA of Greater Seattle! We’re an inclusive organization of all
kinds of people with a shared commitment to nurture the potential of youth,
promote healthy living, and foster social responsibility.

OUR CAUSE & COMMUNITY PRESENCE
At the Y, strengthening community is our cause. We work side-by-side with our
neighbors throughout King, Pierce, and south Snohomish counties to help kids
and families thrive – and apply their positive behaviors and goals at home,
school, the workplace, and beyond.

OUR MISSION
Building a community where all people, especially the young, are encouraged to
develop their fullest potential in spirit, mind, and body.

OUR CORE VALUES
Honesty, Caring, Respect, Responsibility, and a Passion for Success

EQUITY STATEMENT
The Y actively promotes a culture free from bias and injustice. We are dedicated
to removing institutional and systemic barriers that result in oppression and
racism. We will be accountable to marginalized communities for creating
equitable and sustainable environments where social justice is woven into every
facet of our programs, and by caring for our communities in a culturally versatile
and respectful manner.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME
The Y is a membership organization open to all people. We welcome women,
men, non-binary people, girls, and boys of all ages, races, ethnicities, religions,
abilities, sexual orientations and financial circumstances. Our programs and
branches embrace diversity, reflecting the people and needs of our communities.
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PROTECTING OVER
2,100 ACRES OF FOREST
The Y’s current plan is to protect the natural
environment at Mineral Lake in the decades
ahead by leaving the forest substantially
intact and undeveloped.
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