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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mark Putnam Named New Executive Director of Accelerator YMCA
SEATTLE, WA 1/5/17 – YMCA of Greater Seattle is pleased to announce that Mark Putnam has been
named as the new Executive Director of the Accelerator YMCA. Mark joins the YMCA after serving as
Executive Director of All Home (formerly known as the Committee to End Homelessness) since 2013.
“I am thrilled to welcome Mark Putnam to the YMCA. Mark is a proven leader in the social services sector
and I look forward to seeing where he takes our organization in the years to come”, said Jeff Rainey, Chief
Operating Officer for the YMCA of Greater Seattle.
Mark was named Change Agent of the Year by Real Change newspaper in 2015 and given the Breaking
Barriers award from Somali Youth and Family Club in 2017. Previously, at Building Changes, Mark was
responsible overseeing technical assistance, grant-making and evaluation of family and youth and young
adult homelessness initiatives. While at Building Changes, Mark led the development of King County-wide
strategy for youth and young adult homelessness in 2008 and 2011. At AIDS Housing of Washington,
Mark developed strategies for cities nationwide to develop housing for people living with HIV/AIDS.
“When the opportunity arose to work for the Accelerator YMCA, I was immediately drawn to it. The
Accelerator YMCA has stood for so many years as a leader in providing services to youth and young
adults, and I am honored to join this team”, said Putnam.
The Accelerator YMCA has been a branch of the YMCA of Greater Seattle since 1973, and is one of the
largest providers of housing for homeless young adults in King County. Accelerator YMCA provides holistic
support to youth, young adults, and their families who have experienced trauma. Services include
education, employment, violence prevention, foster care, and mental health counseling. Mark will begin
his new position at the YMCA on January 29, 2018.

###
About the YMCA of Greater Seattle
The YMCA of Greater Seattle is the Northwest’s leading nonprofit organization strengthening communities
through youth development, healthy living and social responsibility. Founded in 1876, the Y reaches more
than 253,000 people of all backgrounds, abilities and financial circumstances annually through 13
branches, two overnight camps and more than 200 program sites throughout King and south Snohomish
counties. It nurtures more than 142,000 kids and teens to develop their gifts and give back to our
community and engages nearly 23,000 volunteers who contribute more than 372,000 hours of service
each year. Visit seattleymca.org

