
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL 
A NEW UNIVERSITY Y  
FOR NORTH SEATTLE

    THE Y CAMPAIGN  
  FOR KIDS AND  
COMMUNITIES



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL: The Y Campaign for Kids 
and Communities gives you the chance to create a place 
where community happens.
The New University Y will serve thousands of kids, families, and adults, making North Seattle a better 

place to live for everyone. The new Y will replace the current 16,000-square foot Y built in 1951, the 

oldest and smallest among the 13 King County Ys. Together we can transform our community into a 

transformational place that unites to address and overcome historical challenges head-on.

It will provide accessible swimming in full-size family and lap pools, improve child safety and school 

success through academic and leadership programs, provide housing and job services to our most 

vulnerable young adults, and improve the health and wellbeing of our neighbors from Wallingford to 

Ravenna, Ballard to Laurelhurst, and Wedgwood to Sand Point for generations. 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
• Multi-story, 60,000 square-foot, state-of-the-art facility

• 2,000 square-feet of community gathering space

• State-of-the-art aquatic center with full-size family and lap pools

• Full-size gym for youth, adults, and families to enjoy

• Wellness and group exercise spaces, and an indoor track

• 15-20 units of housing for homeless youth

• Drop-in child care and teen center

• Expanded academic and leadership programs



In these times of both great opportunity  
and great inequity, there’s never been  
a more critical need for the Y.
Our community is changing. Seattle is a wonderful place to live for many. But 

like other rapidly-growing urban centers, its challenges can sometimes feel 

overwhelming. The region served by the University Y is a microcosm of all 

the issues that have tested our city’s livability, from budget cuts affecting 

community services, to a growing opportunity gap, social isolation and youth 

homelessness. By investing in the future of your Y, you will:

Provide a place where young people can find stability, connect with 
mentors, and become leaders

There has been a significant decline in safe spaces for our youth. A new Y will 

provide an enriching and nurturing environment for youth, with programs and 

services to help our young people to gain self-confidence, learn leadership skills, 

and connect to critical services like food, housing, and mental services support 

alongside positive mentors and role-models.

Give all people, regardless of income, access to swim lessons and the 
chance to swim in a city surrounded by water

Water surrounds our city, yet no affordable, indoor, year-round pools currently 

exist in our community. Private swim clubs have 12-year waiting lists and cost 

thousands to join. Your gift to a new University Y will give more than 500 youth 

every year access to swim lessons and aquatic programs.

Create real opportunities for young people in need and stem the 
epidemic of homelessness in Seattle 

The University District is the epicenter of youth homelessness in our community. 

As the largest single provider of housing for young people in King County, the Y 

is uniquely qualified to provide support to young people. 

Your support of this project will bring about real change, addressing the 

U-District’s homeless youth crisis with housing, employment support, and 

treatment for mental health and substance issues for more than 200 young 

people every year to give them a chance to move up and out of homelessness.

44,000
North Seattle 

residents are under 

the age of 18.

Drowning is the 

second leading cause 

of death for children 

ages 5-14. 

1 in 3
people experiencing 

homelessness are 

youth or young adults.



The Y is where community  
happens.
Rapid change is occurring in the U-District, and 30,000 

more residents are expected to move into our area 

over the next 30 years. As density increases, the need 

for gathering places for people to connect, socialize, 

and serve community needs also increases. Designated 

community spaces are particularly important for seniors, 

families, those who will be most impacted by the rapid 

change.

Our new Y will give seniors places to gather and socialize, 

families the support and resources to come together to 

play and connect, and young people safe spaces with 

positive mentors to help them reach their potential. A 

place where neighbors can connect, learn, and be inspired 

by each other. A place where community happens. 

Let’s make North Seattle a place of opportunity for all. 
Support the campaign to build a new University Y. 
Opportunities for All: The Y Campaign for Kids and Communities will raise $35 million to build a Y that will 

be the heart of North Seattle, serving our residents for decades to come. Opportunities for All: The Y Campaign for 

Kids and Communities gives you the chance to create this place — a bright new University Y to serve as the heart 

of health, fitness, youth development, and compassionate community in North Seattle.

Beyond this place lies a cause: strengthening community by 

providing opportunity for everyone in our Greater Seattle 

community, giving people hope for a better future and the 

means to achieve it. Thank you for your support.

STORIES OF IMPACT
“I walked into the YMCA all tense and 
scared, but I saw laughter all around. I 
didn’t realize I had walked into a community 
built over years. The people laughing would 
end up being some of my best friends.”

-Teen Program Participant

“Sometimes it is hard to find words to show 
how we appreciate what has been done for 
us. We have no family here to support us. 
With the Y’s help, I can be in school almost 
all day long and don’t have to worry who is 
going to babysit my daughter. And the most 
important thing, she has fun. She loves it.”

-Child Care Parent

To learn more, contact:

Judy Smith    Jennifer Ahrens 
Executive, Community   Director of Philanthropy 
 & Volunteer Engagement  
206 524 1400   206 524 1400 
jsmith@seattleymca.org jahrens@seattleymca.org


