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IN KENT



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL: The Y Campaign for Kids and Communities 
gives you the chance to build a brand new Y in Kent.

Kent is a city of tremendous potential. With 125,000 residents — more than one in four of them under the age 

of 18 —it’s a great place for families and seniors, singles and couples, and everyone in between. Kent is home 

to growing businesses, vibrant social opportunities, and rich diversity.

But there’s something missing.

Kent has too few places where people of all ages, cultures, and backgrounds can come together to be active and 

healthy, educated, and inspired by one another—engaged in building a stronger community for us all.

The Y will be one of those places for Kent. With your help, we can give Kent exciting new opportunities to 

exercise and play, to swim and be healthy, to learn new things, and to contribute to the life and vitality of our 

community. Together, we can help everyone build community, reach their fullest potential, and improve 
their health and well-being.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
• 50,000 square-foot, state-of-the-art facility
• Dedicated community gathering spaces
• Exceptional aquatic center with lap lanes and family swim areas
• Gym, group fitness, and cardio spaces
• Indoor & outdoor recreation surrounded by Morrill Meadows Park
• A New American Welcome Center for newcomers
• Significant expansion of academic, child care, and enrichment 

programs for youth



Improved Health & Well-Being 
The life expectancy for people who live in Kent is 
just 79 years — more than 7 years less than their 
peers in similar nearby communities, and one in four 
Kent youth are overweight or obese.

Our new Y in Kent will provide the Y’s proven 
chronic disease prevention programs, helping 
youth and families dealing with obesity, diabetes, 
and Parkinson’s; and provide support for cancer 
survivors after treatment. In addition to chronic 
disease programs, the Y will employ knowledgeable, 
caring wellness staff from the community to provide 
guidance and support for Kent residents on their 
journey to improve their health and well-being.

The Y is for All
Three out of five students at nearby elementary 
schools qualify for free or reduced lunch, and four 
out of five South King County Y members rely on 
financial assistance to enjoy the benefits of the Y. 

We rely on financial contributions from generous 
donors and local business so everyone in the 
community, regardless of income can enjoy our new 
Y, including newcomers, young families, retirees 
and everyone in between. We’ll also expand critical 
services and programs, including free meals for kids 
and families, support for young people experiencing 
homelessness, and expanded education programs 
for students of all ages.

A State-of-the-Art Aquatic Center for All
The Kent Meridian Pool, which has served the 
Kent Community for decades, is beyond repair. 
Our new Y will bring a state-of-the-art swimming 
pool designed to specifically meet a wide range of 
aquatic needs in our area. The new pool will be a 
sparkling place for people of all ages to enjoy swim 
lessons, recreational and family swim times, water 
aerobic classes, and pool time for swim teams.

Expanded Academic and Pre-K Through High 
School Enrichment Programs
Only about half of third graders meet reading and 
math benchmarks, and nearly one in four Kent 
students don’t graduate on time from high school.

Leveraging existing partnerships with the Kent 
School District, our new Y will grow our enrichment 
programs—both at the Y and in local schools—
offering homework support, early literacy programs, 
family programs, summer learning, and more with 
caring, positive adult role models. Most of these 
programs are provided for free, or at reduced-fee 
rates so all kids have a chance to reach their full 
potential.

NO ONE KNOWS KIDS AND 
COMMUNITIES BETTER THAN THE Y
Opportunities for All: The Y Campaign for Kids and Communities will raise $26.2 million to build a 
50,000-square foot Y that will transform the Kent community. Our new Y will become a hub of school 
success, leadership development, healthy living, and social responsibility for generations to come.

By supporting the Campaign, you will enrich the lives of 22,000 kids, teens, and adults with the incredible 
benefits of Y programs each and every year. Together, we can change lives by offering opportunities for all 
in Kent.

Meeting Community Needs:

Half
Only half of third graders meet 
reading and math benchmarks.

Half
Nearly half of all students at 
nearby elementary schools 

qualify for free or reduced lunch.



“We need a place for our community to come together”
Carol Morford and her family have been longtime supporters of 
the Y. Her late husband Paul served on the board at the Auburn 
Valley Y, and began advocating for a Y in Kent more than 10 
years ago. Carol continues his legacy by advocating for the Y in 
the Kent community and generously supporting the project.

“We need a place for our community to come 
together,” Carol says. “Everybody needs to learn 
how to swim. And parents need an affordable 
place where they can feel safe to go with their 
children.”

Carol says she is excited for everyone in Kent to be able to benefit from a new Y, whether they use it or 
not. Because a community that cares for all its residents is a better place to live for everybody.

By investing in the future of your YMCA, you will 
make a remarkable difference in the lives of youth, 
adults, seniors, and families as well as in the life 
of our community. Your gifts will create a place 
where individuals can be healthy and active, where 
families can grow and play together, and where young 
people can succeed in school and grow into caring, 
responsible adults.

To learn more about the impact you can make, contact 
us today.

Let’s make Kent a vibrant place of opportunity for all.
Join us. Support the campaign to build the Kent Y.

Nathan Phillips

Regional VP – South King County

nphillips@seattleymca.org

(206) 851-5084

Laura Johnson

Director of Philanthropy – South King County

laurajohnson@seattleymca.org

(206) 382-4364

TO LEARN MORE, CONTACT:


