
MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION RULES

The annual Mock Trial Competition is governed by the rules set forth below. 

These rules are designed to ensure excellence in presentation and fairness in scoring 

all trials and tournaments.  

These rules are supplemented by any specific stipulations and comments provided in 

the current case.  These rules are also supplemented by the Simplified Rules of 
Evidence and the following sections of the “Preparing for Competition” section of the 
kit: (a) Trial Procedures; (b) Trial Sequence and Information for Student Participants; 

(c) Bailiff/Clerk Responsibilities; (d) Time Guidelines for Mock Trials; (e) Guidelines
for Judges; (f) Order of Pre-Trial Motions; (g) Conducting the Trial; (h) Suggestions

for Judges and Audience Raters; and (i) Explanation of the Scoring Systems for
Audience Raters (with scoring rubrics and score sheet).

These materials should be interpreted to be consistent with one another.  In the event 

of an actual conflict between different sections of the Mock Trial materials, the 
following order of precedence should be used : (1) current case stipulations and 

comments; (2) Simplified Rules of Evidence; (3) Mock Trial Competition Rules; (4) 
Preparing for Competition – Guidelines/Responsibilities sections; and (5) Preparing 
for Competition - Suggestions/Information sections. 

TEAM COMPOSITION 

1. All teams must consist of students currently enrolled in grades 9-12.

2. All students on a team must be enrolled in the same school district.  If a school

district has more than one high school involved with the mock trial program,
students are expected to be enrolled with the team from their primary high
school.  Teams may also be formed from students enrolled at the same private

high school.  A team may also be formed from pre-existing members of a youth
group.  The youth group must have been in existence for a minimum of three

years and have a constitution or bylaws.  Home school participants and other
community groups may also participate and should contact the state office.

Deviations from these requirements may be made on a case-by-case basis.

For example, new teams from different schools trying to field enough students
may request to join forces for a period of time.  In considering whether to

make an exception, the state office will consider both the short term interest
of students in participation, and the long term development of teams.

3. Teams will be composed of a minimum of 7 students and a maximum of 15

students.
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 The following roles are defined as: 

 2 attorneys for pre-trial motion (Can be doubled up as a plaintiff or defense attorney) 

  2 attorneys for plaintiff  2 attorneys for defendant 

  4 witnesses for plaintiff  4 witnesses for defendant  

1 court bailiff (If the bailiff is doubled up in a witness role, s/he may not 
play a witness for the plaintiff side, because s/he is needed as bailiff.) 

 Each team must use a minimum of two and a maximum of three attorneys in 

each trial. Four different students must be used to play the four witnesses. 
Each team should try to designate an alternate for each position. Schools may 

enter more than one team in the competition. However, if a school enters more 
than one team, the teams must have no members in common. 

4. Teams are expected to be prepared to present both sides of the case (Plaintiff 

and Defense), and will present each side at least once during the competition. 
The side that each team will represent will be determined at the trial site just 

prior to the beginning of the trial. 

5. All student attorneys must participate with case presentation as follows: 

a. Each attorney must take part in the direct examination of at least one 

witness and the cross-examination of at least one witness. However, on 
a team with three attorneys representing a side (plaintiff or defense), 

an attorney on that side may be allowed to participate solely in the pre-
trial motion and is not obligated to participate in the rest of the trial.  

This exception is made only for the pre-trial motion. The attorney may 
participate in the rest of the trial, but then must adhere to the rule of 
examining one witness per side.    

b. The attorney giving the opening statement will not be allowed to give 
the closing argument. 

c. Objections will be permitted by the direct or cross-examining attorney 
only. 

6. Each party must call all witnesses included in the kit for its side of the case.   

 

TRIAL PREPARATION – GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

7. All participants are expected to display proper courtroom decorum, good 
sports-man-like conduct and appearance appropriate for the part they are to 
play during the trial. 

8. Students may read other cases, materials, articles, etc., in preparation for the 
mock trial. They may, however, only cite the materials given in this official 

Mock Trial Manual.  

9. A student portraying a witness may dress in appropriate court attire consistent 
with the character being portrayed.  However, no uniforms or props are 

allowed. Witness roles can be played by either males or females regardless of 
the name of the character in the case materials. 
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10.During the trial, witnesses may not be permitted to use notes or read from any 
writing unless questioned or cross-examined about a witness statement. 

11.Attorneys may use notes in presenting their cases. However, their scores may 
be lowered if they  

a. Mostly read their opening statement or closing argument and/or  

b. Use impeached statements in their closing argument. 

 

TRIAL PREPARATION -- MATERIALS 

12.Each witness statement in the case must be considered a sworn affidavit or 

declaration of that witness.  To the extent any statements conflict, that may 
be brought out in closing argument or on cross-examination.   

13.Witness Testimony 

a. Each witness is bound by the facts as contained in that witness' 
statement(s) and any related documentation.  A witness is not bound 

by the facts as contained in the statements of other witnesses. 

b. On direct examination, a witness may testify to limited additional facts 
provided the new information is merely incidental and is supported by 

reasonable inference from the witness' statement. 

c. On cross-examination, if an attorney asks for previously unstated 

information, the witness may testify to limited additional facts provided 
(a) the answer is directly responsive to the question, (b) any new facts 

are consistent with the witness' statement, and (c) the new facts do not 
materially affect the witness' testimony. 

d. If a witness testifies to facts contrary to those contained in his or her 

statement, the sole remedy is for the cross-examiner to impeach that 
witness' credibility by questioning the witness regarding the 

contradiction. 

14.Exhibits 

a. The only exhibits which may be introduced into evidence during the trial 

are the original exhibits provided in this official Mock Trial manual. 

b. The exhibits provided with the case, or portions of an exhibit, may be 

enlarged and displayed on white poster board.  The poster board should 
be of a standard type, readily available at an office supply store, and 
should be approximately 24” by 30” or less.  The enlargements may 

only be in black and white, even if the original exhibit is in color.  Exhibits 
may be enlarged either by direct copying or, if the exhibit is a written 

document, by retyping the enlarged section of the exhibit in a similar 
black font. 

c. Except as allowed by other sections of this rule, no exhibits or visual 

aids other than those provided with the case may be brought to court. 
With the judge’s permission, the original exhibits may be published to 
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the jury during a witness’ testimony.  Otherwise, materials and copies 
of materials may not be handed to the jury.   

d. While testifying, witnesses are allowed to make sketches or diagrams, 
consistent with their statements, to illustrate their testimony.  These 

materials are not to be marked and do not become exhibits.   

e. Simple charts outlining evidence or law may be used for closing 
arguments or, in the discretion of the judge, opening statements.   

f. In general, exhibits, charts and visual aids may not be used during the 
pre-trial motion.   If the pre-trial motion requests the suppression of an 

exhibit or a portion of the statement of a witness, then those materials 
may be presented to the judge, in original form, during argument of the 
motion. 

g. The use of any electronic devices during any portion of the trial is 
prohibited. 

15.Each problem includes a pre-trial motion.  No other motions shall be made 
during the course of the mock trial.  

16.Unless otherwise provided for in the case materials, stipulations may be 

presented through the testimony of any witness.   

 

PRETRIAL  

17.Teams are expected to be present in their assigned courtroom fifteen minutes 

before the scheduled starting time of their trial.  Teams coming from a prior 
trial that went overtime will not be penalized. 

18.Whenever possible, the starting time of any trial should not be delayed for 

longer than 5 minutes. Incomplete teams will have to begin without their other 
members or with alternates. Teams without a sufficient number of participants 

to start the trial will forfeit the match.  Teams coming from a prior trial that 
went overtime will not be penalized 

19.Teams will meet with the judges and attorney-coaches five minutes prior to 

the trial to ensure rules of evidence and procedures are uniformly interpreted. 
In addition, the side each team will represent will be confirmed.  The decisions 

of the judge with regard to pre-trial matters are final.   

20.Team members may briefly introduce themselves to the judge and raters, 
indicating a member’s name and the witness part he or she will play, without 

further description of the character. An attorney team member should not 
describe the specific parts of the trial they will present.  Introductions and 

clarifying questions and comments should be kept short, are not part of the 
trial, and should not be considered in scoring decisions. 

21.Unless otherwise directed by the judge, the teams should follow the courtroom 

layout described in the kit materials.  The plaintiff’s attorneys sit at the table 
closest to the jury (raters) box.  
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22.The presentation of the pre-trial motion contained in the case materials is 
governed by “Preparing for Competition – Order of Pre-Trial Motion Events.” 

TRIAL RULES 

23.The trial proceedings are governed by the Mock Trial Simplified Rules of 

Evidence. Other, more complex rules or objections may not be raised in the 
trial.  Objections to opening statements and closing arguments are not 
permitted.  Attorneys may not make “offers of proof”, stating objections that 

would have been made, after opening statements and closing arguments. 

24.During the trial presentation, teacher/advisers, attorney/coaches and all other 

observers may not talk to, signal, or otherwise communicate with, or in any 
way coach, their teams. This rule applies to any recesses during the trial. 

25.Witnesses are not excluded from the courtroom, either physically or 

constructively, during the mock trial.  Judges may not order that witnesses 
should be considered sequestered or excluded by trial participants.   

26.Spectators, including coaches, advisors, parents and non-competing team 
members, shall not be permitted to sit in the jury box with the raters.  The 
judge may allow the bailiff to sit in the jury box during opening statement and 

closing argument, to allow the attorneys to see the time remaining. 
Tournament staff may observe from the jury box with permission of the judge. 

27.Witnesses should not be “tendered” or “proffered” as expert witnesses.  
Attorneys should ask questions designed to demonstrate the training and 

experience that qualifies the witness to give expert opinions.  Opposing counsel 
may object that particular opinions are outside the scope of the expertise of a 
witness, or make other objections allowed by the case materials and the 

Simplified Rules of Evidence 

28.Attorneys are not allowed to question (voir dire) witnesses in aid of objections. 

29.To permit judges to hear and see better, attorneys should stand during opening 
and closing statements, direct and cross-examinations and all objections. 
Without permission, attorneys shall not leave the podium or other areas 

designated by the judge for presentation.  

30.In order to deter unfair extrapolations on redirect examination, re-cross 

examination is permitted.  The questioning must be within the scope of the 
redirect.  Re-cross time is included in a team’s total cross-examination time. 

31.Attorneys may request bench conferences with the judge to clear up or protest 

a significant procedural, mock trial rule violation or factual questions. It is the 
responsibility of the attorney to state the page and rule number in question. 

One representative from each team should be present for all bench 
conferences. All disputes must be given to the judge before the trial’s end 
and before the judge and raters recess to discuss the trial. The decision of 

the judge is final. Students are advised not to overuse this procedure. 

32. Both opening statements shall be presented immediately after the pretrial 

motion.  The defense may not reserve opening statement until the beginning 
of the defense presentation of witnesses. 
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33. The time limits for various portions of the trial are described in “Trial Sequence 
and Information for Student Participants,”  “Order of Pre-Trial Motions” and 

“Time Guidelines for Mock Trial.”  These limits are also listed on the 
scoresheets provided to the raters.  Teams should make every effort to prepare 

their presentations to fit within these time limits. 

34. All witnesses must be presented for both direct and cross-examination.  If a 
team has used the entire 24 minutes allocated for direct examination, or the 

20 minutes allocated for cross-examination, and has not examined a witness, 
the judge will authorize the team to exceed the allotted time by 2 minutes per 

unexamined witness.  Raters shall take this mismanagement of time into 
account by lowering the score of the attorney conducting this additional 
examination.  (The examination of the witness by the opposing team is not 

affected by the use of this rule). 

35. Mock trial participants who are not competing in a particular round may 

observe ongoing trials.  However, scouting of other teams is prohibited.  
Coaches and advisors are responsible for ensuring that participants do not 
watch trials when observing could result in a competitive advantage.  All 

courtroom observers are expected to maintain proper courtroom decorum, to 
respect the desire of family members and friends of the participating teams to 

observe and to display good, sportsmanlike conduct.   

JUDGES 

36.Presiding judges for mock trials may include sitting or retired trial and appellate 
judges, and members of the Washington State Bar Association. 

37.All judges will receive the Guidelines for Judges, the Simplified Rules of 

Evidence and Procedure, a summary of the factual background, and any legal 
materials provided to students to argue the pretrial motion.  Judges will not 

necessarily receive the witness affidavits and documentary evidence. 

38.Presiding judges are asked to conduct the trial according to mock trial 
procedures and to make a decision on the merits of the pre-trial motion. The 

judge may also comment on the factual and legal merits of the case at the 
conclusion of the trial.  

39.A judge may not interrupt an attorney's opening statement or closing 
argument to ask questions. The judge may not question the witnesses 

40.The decisions of the judge with regard to rules, challenges and all other 

matters are final.  However, judges are not involved with, and may not rule 
upon, scoring decisions.  If a judge is also separately serving as a member of 

the scoring panel, he/she should not announce scoring decisions, or attempt 
to influence the decisions of other panel members. 

 

RATERS AND SCORING 

41.The decision on team scores is made by a scoring panel consisting of at least 

two, and preferably three, raters who are attorney members of the Washington 
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State Bar.  If only two raters are available, the trial judge may be asked to 
serve as the third member of the rating panel.  

42.Raters score individual and team performances. Each rater fills out an 
individual ballot, and raters should not consult with one another during this 

process. The judge is not involved in performance scoring decisions. Teams 
should not ask judges to rule that an event during the trial should be assigned 
a particular score on rater ballots. 

43.The criteria for scoring is discussed in Preparing for Competition -- Explanation 
of the Scoring Systems for Audience Raters (with scoring rubrics and score 

sheet).  Raters should be careful to distinguish between rulings on the merits 
of the case and judging of the presentations.  It is to be expected that there 
will be some differences among judges as to rulings on motions or objections.  

Such differences merely reflect reality and should not affect scoring, which is 
intended to measure how the students respond to a ruling, not what ruling was 

obtained.  The rules, scoring rubrics, and score sheets are designed to further 
that goal.  

44.NO COMPLETED SCORING SHEETS ARE TO BE VIEWED BY ANY TEAM MEMBER 

OR ANY OTHER PERSON DURING THE COMPETITION, in compliance with the 
educational goals of the Mock Trial program.  These are to be returned to the 

tournament staff after the round has been concluded and the winning team 
recorded.  Score and comment sheets for a team will be copied and distributed 

to that team’s coach after the competition is completed. 

 

DISTRICT AND STATE TOURNAMENT PROCEDURES 

45.Tournament staff will check rater ballots for complete scoring and for improper 
scores. Whenever possible, raters will be asked to make any necessary 

corrections. When a rater cannot be located, or other circumstances prevent 
timely consultation with the rater concerning the ballot, the district or state 
convener or designated scorer will correct improper entries before the ballot is 

totaled, or take other appropriate action. 

46.Unless otherwise directed by the tournament convener, the following scoring 

and ranking rules apply:  

a. A team wins a rater’s ballot by receiving a higher point total on that 
ballot than the opposing team.  If the teams have identical point totals 

on a rater’s ballot, then the tie breaker on that ballot will be used to 
determine the winner. 

b. A team wins a trial by winning the majority of the rater ballots for that 
trial. 

c. At the conclusion of the competition, teams will first be ranked according 

to their record of trial wins and losses.  Teams with identical win-loss 
records will next be ranked based upon the total number of ballots the 

team received in the competition.  Teams with identical win-loss 
records, and identical records for total number of ballots received, will 
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next be ranked based upon the total point score they received in the 
competition.  

47.The tournament convener’s decisions concerning the rules and procedures to 
be followed during that tournament are final.  

48.The team’s advisers and coaches are responsible for enforcing mock trial rules 
and supervising their students at all times i.e. during formal mock trial events, 
free time, at the hotel (from the time the team leaves to travel to the mock 

trials until their return). 

49.Violations of the student conduct agreement must be reported to tournament 

staff (preferably at the time of the violation and at the state finals, no later 
than 1 and a half-hour before the beginning of the second day of the 
competitions). 

50.During a championship round, the tournament convener shall determine the 
sides to be presented by each team.  This will normally be determined by a 

coin flip, or by a reaching a consensus with the coaches of the affected teams.  
If the teams have previously competed against each other in the same 
tournament event, then each team shall present the opposite side of the case 

from the side that team presented in the previous trial. 

51.Teams will be assigned to district events after registration is closed and the 

total number of participants has been determined. Whenever possible, a team 
will compete at an event in or near its home county.  After initial placement, 

team assignments may be adjusted by state staff, after consultation with 
district conveners and affected teams.   

52.After the completion of district events, the program chair and state staff will 

consult with district conveners regarding the results of each event, and the 
participating teams and programs.  Coaches, advisors and other individuals 

with knowledge of the events may also be consulted.  Invitations to the state 
tournament will then be extended by state staff to eligible teams.  In 
determining which teams will be invited to participate, the following factors 

may be considered: 

a. The team’s performance at a district event, including their ranking at 

the event, win/loss record, numbers of ballots, and total points. 

b. The number of teams and programs participating in each district event. 

c. The number of district events.  

d. The total number of teams and programs participating statewide.  

e. The need to promote geographic diversity, to ensure that mock trial 

remains a program that benefits students in all regions of Washington 
State. 

f. The need to promote program diversity, to ensure that students in 

multiple schools and programs benefit from the experience of 
participating in the state tournament.  Except in unusual circumstances, 

no more than two teams will be invited from a single school or program.  
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g. The need to encourage the growth of mock trial, both through creation 
of new programs and the establishment of new district events.  

If a team declines an invitation, state staff will promptly extend an invitation to 
another team, after considering the factors described above. 

 

In regard to student conduct violations: Before competitions are started on the second Day 

of finals, a panel will meet and each side (the person reporting the violation and the 

person being accused of making a violation) will have 3 minutes to make a 

presentation to a panel. The panel will make a decision on the violation and the 

consequence for any violations. Suggested consequences are stated in a policy 

developed by the Mock Trial Program Committee.  The decisions of the panel are final.  

Serious violations may result in a team being eliminated from the competition. 
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